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The MES Fund was established in 2000 in honor of  

Margaret Elizabeth Stephenson to provide scholarships  

to deserving AMI teacher training candidates. 

In 1960, Margaret Stephenson was commissioned to initiate 

teacher training in the United States on behalf of the Association 

Montessori Internationale. She conducted training courses in 

this country for nearly 40 years. In 2022, the MES Fund was 

proud to celebrate our 22nd anniversary.



“May you find excitement, joy and 

deep fulfillment in ‘helping the child 

to help himself’ and thus bring closer 

the time when Dr. Maria Montessori 

may be seen as of great significance 

in history, as that person who saw 

clearly the dignity, worth, and force 

of the human potential and what that 

potential could achieve if properly 

understood and aided for the future 

destiny of nations.”



Dear MES Friends,

What a special year it has been for the 

MES Fund! 

One of my favorite parts of working with 

the MES Fund is opening our mail to find a 

lovely note or gift. This year we heard from 

many teachers, where they trained, and 

how Margaret Stephenson touched their 

lives and inspired so many Montessori 

teaching careers. 

In January, we received an incredible 

anonymous gift of $75,000 ~ with a 

heartwarming letter stating how proud 

they were to help continue the legacy of 

Margaret Stephenson and support the 

Montessori teacher training that she 

started here in the United States.

Every gift, from the smallest to the largest, 

is instrumental in fulfilling our mission to 

provide scholarships to deserving AMI 

teacher candidates. Your gifts this past  

year allowed us to increase our award  

total to $64,832!

Thank you to former 

MES Fund board 

member Mary Levy  

for her leadership  

and support.

Melinda Nielsen, Denise 
Alfeld, Mary Levy, Nancy 
Keane at the AMI/USA  
2022 Montessori 
Experience and Refresher 
Course, Orlando



Support for the MES Fund began with our Charter 

Members in 2000. Each year in our Annual Report we 

recognize individuals, schools and organizations that 

provided the seed money to help launch the fund to 

support Montessori teacher training and honor Margaret 

Stephenson. Our gratitude extends to our entire 

community ~ parents, grandparents, teachers, trainers, 

board members, heads of school and friends who donated 

to the fund. Each gift helps increase the number of AMI 

teachers in our schools. 

As we look forward to our 23rd year and our next 

financial aid application season, we ask that you consider  

a donation to the MES Fund. Your gifts will help support 

the training centers, fulfill the need for more AMI 

teachers and continue Margaret’s Stephenson’s legacy, 

the training of Montessori teachers. 

On behalf of the MES Fund Board of Directors and 

Advisory Council, thank you for supporting Montessori 

Teacher Training!

With deep appreciation and gratitude,

 

President

MES Fund Board  
of DirectorsDenise Alfeld



° Montessori schools are in great  
 need of trained teachers

° The average cost of tuition  
 is $14,000

° The MES Fund provides  
 scholarships to AMI teacher  
 training courses at all levels,  
 Toddler, Primary and Elementary

THANK YOU for Supporting Montessori Teachers in Training



JA M I E  K I M 

I am very thankful for the 
scholarship that the MES 
Fund gave me for my AMI 
training. Because of the 
scholarship, I was able 
to complete my training 
without a huge financial 
burden. I am now working 
as a Primary guide at a 
Montessori school! It is 
awesome that the MES 
Fund opens up the doors 
for future Montessori 
teachers through their 
financial support.  
 

E S M E R E L DA  C U E VA S 

I am so grateful that the 
MES Fund allowed me to 
complete my second AMI 
training. I was able to 
grow my knowledge about 
children’s development 
and apply that to my 
work as a teacher and a 
member of my community. 
I appreciate the growth I 
have experienced through 
my AMI training and I 
thank you so much for  
the support!  
 

2021-22  Award Recipients



The MES Fund solicits donations via an annual 

appeal. In 2021-22, we received gifts from 90 

individuals, schools, and organizations, totaling 

$147,960. Many thanks to our supporters who 

donated so generously.

Your contributions allowed us to provide 

scholarships totaling $64,832, expanding access to 

Montessori Teacher Training to those candidates 

who need financial support the most.

This year’s scholarships included four financial 

aid awards funded by Montessori Development 

Partnerships.

ANNUAL APPEAL

Support Montessori 
Teacher Training.
 

Scan the QR code to make 

your annual gift today. 

HIGHLIGHTS

Donors 90 

Donations $147,960 

Scholarships $  64,832



Financials 

For the year ending July 31, 2022

FINANCIAL ACTIVITY  

DONATIONS & INCOME  

Donations  $147,960 

Income 18,025 

TOTAL DONATIONS & INCOME $165,985

FINANCIAL AID AWARDS 

Scholarships $35,890 

MDP Scholarships 28,942 

TOTAL AWARDS $64,832

OPERATING EXPENSES     

Fundraising & Administrative Expenses  $21,848

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $ 21,848

NET UNREALIZED CHANGE IN INVESTMENTS $ (87,479)

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $ (8,174)

FINANCIAL POSITION  

TOTAL ASSETS  $740,017 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 0 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSET $740,017



INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
 
Shelley Torres Aldeen  
& Bill Aldeen

Denise & Chad Alfeld

Emma Alfeld

Diane Alfeld

Marilyn Alfeld

Eleanor Alfeld

Lupita Alvarez

Susan Angelides

Alfreda Antonucci

Kathy Beach

Anne Black

Sharon Bowman

Linda Bradley

Jeanie Brooks

Michele Butz

Susan Callin

Trevis Carmichael

Alice & Fred Catlin

Mary Lou Cobb

Jane Connelly 

Michelle Creed

Alyson Creel

Mary Anne Creto

Rosina Orr Cullinane

Johnnie Denton

Marisa Esposito & Brian 
Sullivan

Beverly Fermon

Peter Ferris

Jennifer Filler

Marisa Gallagher

Harris Gordon

Newell Grant

Debra Hershey Guren

Heather Hardaway

Meegan Hart

Adam Hart

Russell Hart

Erin Hart

Melinda Hinners & Ben 
Waldie 

Kimbery Hunt

Missy Iler

Windy Jansen

Kathryn Jasinski

Lynn Jessen

Nancy & David Keane

Stacy & Brendan Keane

Kristen & Andrew Keane 

Mary Klein

Mary Levy

Paula Polk Lillard

Angeline Stoll Lillard & 
William Detmer

Christine McDowell 

Virginia McHugh & Gary 
Goodwin

Melinda Nielsen

Paula Palamountain

Mary Caroline Parker

Linda Paseltiner

Phyllis Pottish-Lewis & 
Adam Lewis

Paula Lillard Preschlack

Marion Price

Cheryl & Richard Rowe

Samantha Sample

Anna Schwind

Charlotte Kovach Shea

Jane & Gregory Shubin

Regina Sokolowski

Beth Strapp 

Helen Thomas

Stephanie & Christian 
Thwaites

Allyn & Bob Travis

Jennifer Turney

Betsy van Gemeren

Nelleke van Svooyen

Vanessa Williams

Martha Pitcher Winters

Kathryn & Gary Witoksky 

Kathryn Wolgemuth

Hsin-Pin Wong

Teng-Chien Yu

Elizabeth Zobel

SCHOOLS & 
ORGANIZATIONS
 
Anonymous

AMI-Elementary Alumni 
Association

Bay Area Montessori 
House

Centennial Montessori 
School

Montessori Development 
Partnerships

Southwest Institute of 
Montessori Studies 

The Montessori School 
(Morrisville, PA)

The Ridgemont 
Montessori School

Donors   2021-2022  

We are grateful for your generous gifts and continued support.



Muriel W. Adcock

Rosine Afshar

Margaret Fahy Albanese

Kathleen Aldridge

Aruna T. Aleem

Denise & Chad Alfeld

Diane Alfeld

Stan & Marilyn Alfeld

Kathleen Allen & Gerard 
Leonard

Terri Allen

Lupita Alvarez

Carol Alver

American Montessori 
Society

Amherst Montessori School

AMI-Elementary Alumni 
Association

Anonymous (3)

Nancy P. Anselm

Hugo & Anissa T. Arloro

Janet Ashby, Community 
Montessori School

Association Montessori 
International/USA

Rebecca Ault

Patricia Bachmeier

Wendy Badger

Anne Norfleet Bailey

Kay M. Baker

Barbara Gordon Montessori 
School

Dana Brunell Barbat

Victoria Barres

Una Barry

Patricia Barshay

Bay Area Montessori House

Cecilia Beck

Maureen C. Belz

Deborah Kornbluth Berger

Anne Berry

Katherine H. Bihl

The Bilingual Montessori 
School of Paris

Connie Blair

Bowie Montessori 
Children’s House, Inc.

Sharon Bowman

Clare Boyle

Linda W. Bradley

Patricia Brecount

Jennifer Brewer

Deborah Bricker

Jolie Brown

Patrick Brown, Montessori 
Children’s House

Katherine Carter Brunner

Debra Buck

Cynthia Burnim

Butler School

Michele R. Butz

Joyce Cable

Susan Callin

Mary Ann Cappo

Shirley Carpenter

Lila M. Carusillo

Golnar Casey

Cedar Montessori School

Centro de Estudios de 
Educacion

Montessori AC

Margarita Challenger

Anita Chastain, Montessori 
Children’s House

Childpeace Montessori 
Community

Patricia K. Christensen,

Montessori Country Schools

The Clariden School

Mary Lou Cobb

The Cobb School

Jane Pearson Connolly

Carolyn M. Conto

Corvallis Montessori School

Maureen Coughlan

Countryside Montessori 
School

Mary Anne Creto

Eduardo J. Cuevas

Rosina Orr Cullinane*

Maria Pedro Darby

Peter & Mary Davidson

Linda Davis

Ramani DeAlwis,

Metropolitan Montessori 
School

MES Fund Charter Members

Charter Members are the individuals, schools and organizations 
that contributed the initial funds to launch the MES Fund to honor 
Margaret Elizabeth Stephenson and support Montessori teacher 
training. Pledges and gifts that were received by July 24, 2000 are 
recognized for Charter Membership annually.



Johnnie Denton

Yvonne Marie Donnelley

Dr. Sharon L. Dubble

Silvia Dubovoy

Duluth Montessori School, 
Inc.,

Edith & Don Overholser

Jacinta Edussuriya

Patricia Eggerding

Enfield Montessori

Mary Ann Erdtmann

Beverly Fermon

Lucy Ferris

Judith Flynn, Montessori 
Children’s Center

Iris L. Fogarassy

Katy Fontneau

Terry N. Ford

Ellen L. Fox, Montessori 
Academy of NJ*

Franciscan Montessori 
Earth School

Marisa Gallagher

Paula Gibson-Smith

Mrs. Frances Goodwin

Gary Goodwin

Preethy Goonetilleke

Barbara J. Gordon

Helena A. Grady

Susan Gray

Debra Guren

Meghan Gwin

Annette Haines

Diane Haldane

Gretchen Hall

Liz Hall

Dave Harrod & John Page

Tommie Jean Hebert

Maria Elena Hernandez

Hershey Montessori 
School

Carol L. Hicks

Melinda B. Hinners

Lili Wilson Hishmeh

Mindy Holte

Sandra Houston

Nikki Hughes

Jacqueline Ismaj

Robin Harland Jaffee & 
Keith Jaffee

Kathryn Jasinski

Gail A. Jensen

Lynn & Ned Jessen

Lisa Clem Johnson

Susan Jones

Kirsten Kaiser

Pherooz Karani

Cathryn D. Mueller Kasper

Nancy Keane

Kathy Kennedy

Merrie B. King, Ithaka 
Montessori School

Mary Koenig

Loraine Koepenick

Susan Lathrop

Jules Layman

Michael & Cynthia Leahy

Montessori West

Tom & Maryse Lepoutre-
Postlewaite

Lawrence P. Lewis,

Flossmoor Montessori 
School

Angeline Lillard

Karen I. Strobeck Lindseth

Eileen Lopartkiewicz

Arabelle D. Luckhardt

Beth Mackay

Pheroza N. Madon

Maureen Magee-Quinn

Kathy Damico

The Manor Montessori 
School

Regina H. Mantei

Bruce Marbin & Jana 
Zvibleman

Marin Montessori School

Carrie Marlette

Marsha & Ray Marshall

Melanie Marshall

Dr. Patricia Ann Keck May

Martha McDermott

Christine McDowell

Virginia McHugh

Mary Beth McGivern

J. McKeever

Robert McKinnon & 
Elizabeth Weaver

Mercy Montessori Center,

Sr. Jacinta Shay, RSM

Michael Olaf Montessori

Melinda R. Miller

Sharon Fox Minarovic

Silvana Q. Montanaro

Montessori Children’s 
House of Evergreen

Montessori de Terra Linda

Montessori Handmade

Montessori Institute of 
Milwaukee, Inc.

Montessori Intervention 
Programs

Montessori Magnet School

Montessori School

Montessori School of 
Beaverton

Montessori School of 
Greenville

Montessori School of  
Lake Forest

Montessori Services

Montessori Teacher 
Education Collaborative

Washington Montessori 
Institute

Montessori West 
Preparatory School



Marianne Craig Moore

Melody Mosby

Mountain Shadows 
Montessori School

Cheri Mowers-Wright

Noriko Murakami

Judith B. Mussato

Polly S. Nelson

New Horizons Montessori 
School

Audrey Newton, Apple 
Valley Montessori School

Melinda Nielsen

Nienhuis Montessori

Janet Noll

Christel Nordhausen, Rose 
Hill Montessori School

North American 
Montessori

Teachers’ Association

Northwoods Montessori

Kathleen Anne O’Donnell

Lawrence M. & Elizabeth 
Ann O’Shaughnessy

Charitable Income Trust 
in honor of Lawrence M. 
O’Shaughnessy

Molly O’Shaughnessy & 
Mike Monahan

Beth Olshewsky

Marie Fonseca Olson

Liana B. Oram

Judi Orion

Paula Palamountain

Linda Creem Paseltiner

Hilla Patell

Diane & Brad Peterson

Heather Phillips

Phyllis Pottish-Lewis & 
Adam Lewis

Marcella Lowery Raphael

Susan Read

Marilyn E. Reeves

Mary Reinhardt

Barbara Reynolds

Margaret J. Riley

Cynthia Robinson

Lynn A. & Garry D. Rossing

Cheryl & Rich Rowe

Chris Sacerdote

Mary Sahm

Karin Salzmann

Beth Samples

Lisa Sanden & Randy 
Seffren

Jakky Sangster

Patricia Schaefer

Jane Schule Scheuermann

Mary Scholle

Isabel & Larry Schwartz

Elaine & Tom Sevigny

The Mater Amoris 
Montessori School

Charlotte Kovach Shea

Jane S. Shubin

Pamela Sika

Kathleen J. Sinar

Debra Petrarca Smith

Sr. Judith Smith, SFCC

Laura & Terry Smith

Linda Nelson Smith

Meghan M. Smyth

Catherine Stacey

Susan & Jim Stephenson

Alison Stern

Gladys Strauss-Peterson

Nancy Studds

Tillie Sullivan

Sunflower Montessori 
School*

Cathy Swan

Colleen J. Tehansky

Ann Tennant

Patricia P. Thompson

Patricia Stavinoha 
Thompson

Shelley Torres & Bill 
Aldeen

Susan Tracy

Allyn & Bob Travis

Charlene S. Trochta

Christine Trostel

Patty & Craig Underwood

Carol Ann Valentine

Pearl Vanderwall

Joe & Nimal Vaz

Leslie Ann Vento

Versailles Montessori 
School

Maria-Teresa Vidales

Theresa Vitale

Ron & Carla Caudill 
Waechter

Maureen E. Walter

Sharon L. Watt

Nell B. Weniger

Beverly Williams, 
Children’s House of Faith 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church

Faye Williams

Martha Pitcher Winters

Miriam Winton

Janet Wistrand

Hester F. Witchey

Ms. Jing Wong

Charlotte M. Woolf

Mary Wormell

Mary Zeman

Rita Schaefer Zener

Rosemary Zito

*Gifts generously matched 
by: Children’s Own School, 
Barn Arts Center,  
Karen Hohman



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Denise Alfeld 
President

Melinda Nielsen 
Vice President 

Nancy Keane 
Secretary  

Harris Gordon 
Treasurer 

The MES Fund Board of Directors is an all volunteer board.  

We are proud to support the training of Montessori teachers 

and continue the legacy of Margaret Elizabeth Stephenson.

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Virginia McHugh 
Goodwin 

Executive Director 
Emeritus, AMI/USA

Adam Lewis 

Former Board Chair, 
AMI/USA

Allyn Travis 

AMI Elementary 
Trainer

The MES Fund welcomes Virginia McHugh Goodwin, Adam 

Lewis and Allyn Travis to our newly created Advisory Council. 

Their historical perspective, support and vision are invaluable.





760 Hopmeadow Street

Simsbury, CT 06070

 

info@mesfund.org

mesfund.org

Support Montessori Teacher Training

Board of Directors
 
Denise Alfeld, President

Melinda Nielsen, Vice President

Harris Gordon, Treasurer

Nancy Keane, Secretary

Advisory Council

Virginia McHugh Goodwin

Adam Lewis

Allyn Travis


