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“It is only the power of love that 

can enable the adult to come close 

enough to the child to understand 

him. Love and humility will unlock 

for us the secret of childhood and 

enable us to understand the inner 

significance and true meaning of 

Dr. Montessori’s work.”



We are proud to announce that 2022 

will mark the 22nd Anniversary of the 

MES Fund. When Miss Stephenson spoke 

at the AMI-USA National Conference in 

Boston in 2000, we honored her legacy 

by creating the first national financial aid 

fund to support AMI teacher training in 

the United States. Our hearts were full 

as we presented a check for $172,000 

from 297 Charter Members to establish 

the Margaret Elizabeth Stephenson Fund. 

She would be so pleased today that we 

have continued to support the training of 

Montessori teachers in her name.

As the new President of the MES Fund 

Board of Directors, I am delighted to 

share some significant milestones: 

In January 2020, we received an 

incredible anonymous donation of 

$250,000, the single largest gift in  

the fund’s history. To date, we have 

awarded over $600,000 in scholarships  

to over 300 AMI teacher trainees. 

LETTER to our  

SUPPORTERS

 

 

 

Denise Alfeld 

President,  
MES Fund, Inc.



Since its inception, the MES Fund has been 

administered by AMI-USA. As of June 1, 2020, The 

MES Fund Board of Directors operates the fund 

independently, while sharing our common goal of 

broadening access to Montessori teacher training. 

In February 2021 we launched our new website, 

mesfund.org, which provides direct access to our  

financial aid application and donation process.

Margaret Stephenson lived a life of principles and 

made a deep appeal to our humanity. In supporting 

the MES Fund, you will assure the continuance of 

her legacy, the training of Montessori teachers. 

Please join us and give to this year’s Annual Fund. 

Giving is easy—scan the QR code on the next page 

or visit mesfund.org.

On behalf of the MES Fund Board of Directors and 

the Montessori community as a whole, thank you 

for your gifts and continued support.

With gratitude,





The MES Fund solicits donations via an annual 

appeal. In 2019-2021, we received gifts from 180 

individuals, schools, and organizations, totaling 

$327,392. Many thanks to our supporters who 

donated so generously.

Your contributions allowed us to provide 

scholarships to 50 teacher trainees, totaling 

$166,790, expanding access to those candidates 

who need financial support the most.

ANNUAL APPEAL

2018 - 2019:  

13 Awards 

$44,380 Total

2019 - 2020: 

20 Awards 
$70,540 Total

2020 - 2021: 

17 Awards 
$51,870 Total

Support Montessori 
Teacher Training.
 

Scan the QR code to make 

your annual gift today. 
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The MES Fund opened the door for 
me to begin my Montessori teaching 
career! I am thankful that I had the 
opportunity to earn my AMI diploma, 
which would not have been possible 
without the support of the MES Fund. 
Thank you!  
 

—  J U L I A  B E AC H



I’m so appreciative of the generosity 
of the MES Fund! This scholarship 
gave me the opportunity to complete 
my AMI training last spring, and now 
I am extremely grateful to be able to 
give back and serve the children as a 
primary guide. This work has brought  
me so much joy, and the MES Fund 
made it all possible!  
 

—  A R I A N N A  F E A R I N G



Financials 

For the year ending July 31, 2021

ASSETS  

Total Current Assets   9 , 8 6 7 

Property    0 

Contributions Receivable  0 

Investments    749,610 

Total Assets    759,477

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS   

Total Current Liabilities   1 1 , 2 8 6 

Total Liabilities    1 1 , 2 8 6 

Total Net Assets    7 4 8 , 1 9 1

STATEMENT   

Total Revenue    4 5 , 1 1 8 

Total Expenses    9 5 , 1 5 7 

Total Change in Net Assets  - 5 0 , 0 3 9 

Fund Balance Beginning of Year  7 9 8 , 2 3 0 

Fund Balance End of Year  7 4 8 , 1 9 1



Danielle Agunzo

Manoj Aitha

Swapna Akkaladevi

Jennifer Alagna

Shelley Aldeen

Denise & Chad Alfeld

Patricia Aluskewicz

Anonymous

Nancy Anselm

William Antolinez

Alfreda Antonucci

Sean Aryai

Alison Awes

Steven Bain

Linda Baker

Montserrat Barnadas

Kate Barrack

Barbara & Robert Barry

Patricia Barshay

Anne Black

Keith Boehme

Clare Boyle

Linda Bradley

Lynne Breitenstein-
Aliberti

Deborah Brnak

Peggy Browning

Michele Butz

Susan Callin

Julie Caufield

Annie Cheng-Chu

Ginnie Clarke

Mary Lou Cobb

Sonia Codling

Corinne Connor

Donna Craddoc

Michelle Creed

Allyson Creel

Mary Anne Creto

Esperanza Cubero

Jennifer & Keith Cullen

Lisa Cummins

Rebecca Dallam

Theresa Danks

Marlena Dasbach

Victor Delclos

Carol Desser

Yvonne Donnelley

Selvia Elizabeth

Marisa Esposito

Cassandre Etienne-Denis

Beverly Fermon

Julie Fryer

Vandana Gadey

Lorraine Gambale

Virginia McHugh Goodwin 
& Gary Goodwin

Nallamolu Gopinath

Harris Gordon

Newell M. Grant, Jr.

Jordan Gurganus

Carol Hicks

Mary Hicks

Melinda Hinners-Waldie

Aaron Hobbs

PeiLin Hsu-Brennan

Ashley Hunter

Jessica Hunter-Doty

Irina Isaeva

Mary Ann Jackson

Pradeep Jaladi

Windy Jansen

Kevin Jarr

Kathryn Jasinski

Lynn Jessen

Jane Johnston

Dane Jones

Syndie Joseph

Scott Karbiner

Nancy & David Keane

Anna Keselman

Kranthi Shankar Koncha

Swarnalatha Korupolu

Deepti Kulkarni

Sujatha Kulkarni

Tracy Labonte

Michelle Laidlaw

Phyllis Pottish-Lewis  
& Adam Lewis

Susan & Jack Lightfoot

Angeline Lillard

Mary R. Loew

Stefanie Lomuto

Javier Lopez Ruiz

Rosanne Main

Jan Malkar

Lisa Mars

Christine McDowell

Mary Beth McGivern

Jennifer McLaughlin

Nora McNamara

Janice Meaney

Donors   2019-2021  

We are grateful for your generous gifts and continued support of the MES Fund.



Kevin Meehan

Michael Mendelsohn

Thomas Miller

Sr. Mary Christella 
Mitchell

Amanda Mroczkowski

Darius Mroczkowski

Vanesa Mulero

James Murphy

Alekhya Mylavarapu

Melinda Nielsen

Nancy Nintzel

Rita O’Brien

Jose Orellana

Paula Palamountain

Mary Caroline Parker

Phillip and Linda Paseltiner

Narish Patel

Zoe Paul

Myriam Pena

Teresa Perez

Maryse & Tom Postlewaite

Marion Price

Soujanya PS

Lori Puglia

Nicole Redwine

Maria Reyes

Carolyn Rooney

Cheryl & Richard Rowe

Sandra Rubio

Dorothy Russo

Kristin Russo

Mounika Salla

Tom Sevigny

Gregory & Jane Shubin

Sarbdeep Singh

Mary Smillie

Linda Smith

Carlos Souza

Suzanne Squillante

Nikohl Stegman

Shankar Subramanian

Yasmeen Sultana

Deepa TA Pillai

Vera Tatro

Helen Thomas

Stephanie Thwaites

Nerissa Traola

Allyn Travis

Diana Treccagnoli

Pamela Trumble

Ina Turner

Jennifer Turney

Elizabeth van Germeren

Emily van Germeren

Nelleke van Savooyen

Bharti Vatwani

SamanthaVejay

Carol Vorosmarti

Mudabbir Warsi

Perry Wasserbauer

Chelsey Webb

Martha Winters

Kathryn & Gary Witosky

Nancy & Michael Yohe

Schools and  
Organizations

Aidan Montessori School

Alfeld Family  
Charitable Fund

AMI Elementary  
Alumni Association

AMI/USA

Computer  
Associates Islandia

Computer Associates 
Montessori  
Children’s Center

Computer Associates 
Technologies

Children’s Montessori 
School of Lompoc

eBridge Montessori School

Gary & Kathryn Witosky 
Charitable Fund

Little Oaks  
Montessori Academy

Mindful Montessori  
Early Learning  
Center, Hyderabad

Montessori  
Country School

Montessori Institute  
of Milwaukee, Inc.

Montessori Palau 
Internacional Research 
and Training Center

Santa Cruz Montessori

The Ridgemont 
Montessori School

Waverley Square  
Day Care LLC

YourCause, LLC  
Trustee for Boeing



Muriel W. Adcock

Rosine Afshar

Margaret Fahy Albanese

Kathleen Aldridge

Aruna T. Aleem

Denise & Chad Alfeld

Diane Alfeld

Stan & Marilyn Alfeld

Kathleen Allen &  
Gerard Leonard

Terri Allen

Lupita Alvarez

Carol Alver

American Montessori    
Society

Amherst Montessori 
School

AMI/Elementary  
Alumni Association

Anonymous (3)

Nancy P. Anselm

Hugo & Anissa T. Arloro

Janet Ashby, Community 
Montessori School

Association Montessori 
International/USA

Rebecca Ault

Patricia Bachmeier

Wendy Badger

Anne Norfleet Bailey

Kay M. Baker

Barbara Gordon 
Montessori School

Dana Brunell Barbat

Victoria Barres

Una Barry

Patricia Barshay

Bay Area Montessori House

Cecilia Beck

Maureen C. Belz

Deborah Kornbluth Berger

Anne Berry

Katherine H. Bihl

The Bilingual Montessori 
School of Paris

Connie Blair

Bowie Montessori 
Children’s House, Inc.

Sharon Bowman

Clare Boyle

Linda W. Bradley

Patricia Brecount

Jennifer Brewer

Deborah Bricker

Jolie Brown

Patrick Brown, Montessori 
Children’sHouse

Katherine Carter Brunner

Debra Buck

Cynthia Burnim

Butler School

Michele R. Butz

Joyce Cable

Susan Callin

Mary Ann Cappo

Shirley Carpenter

Lila M. Carusillo

Golnar Casey

Cedar Montessori School

Centro de Estudios de 
Educacion

Montessori AC

Margarita Challenger

Anita Chastain, Montessori 
Children’s House

Childpeace Montessori 
Community

Patricia K. Christensen, 
Montessori Country Schools

The Clariden School

Mary Lou Cobb

The Cobb School, 
Montessori

Jane Pearson Connolly

Carolyn M. Conto

Corvallis Montessori School

Maureen Coughlan

Countryside Montessori 
School

Mary Anne Creto

Eduardo J. Cuevas

Rosina Orr Cullinane*

Maria Pedro Darby

Peter & Mary Davidson

Linda Davis

Ramani DeAlwis, 
Metropolitan Montessori 
School

Johnnie Denton

Yvonne Marie Donnelley

MES Fund Charter Members

Charter members contributed to raise the initial funds needed  

to launch MES 2000, The MES Fund. Pledges or gifts received by  

July 24, 2000 were  recognized for charter membership.



Dr. Sharon L. Dubble

Silvia Dubovoy

Duluth Montessori  
School, Inc.,

Edith & Don Overholser

Jacinta Edussuriya

Patricia Eggerding

Enfield Montessori

Mary Ann Erdtmann

Beverly Fermon

Lucy Ferris

Judith Flynn, Montessori 
Children’s Center

Iris L. Fogarassy

Katy Fontneau

Terry N. Ford

Ellen L. Fox, Montessori 
Academy of NJ*

Franciscan Montessori 
Earth School

Marisa Gallagher

Paula Gibson-Smith

Mrs. Frances Goodwin

Gary Goodwin

Preethy Goonetilleke

Barbara J. Gordon

Helena A. Grady

Susan Gray

Debra Guren

Meghan Gwin

Annette Haines

Diane Haldane

Gretchen Hall

Liz Hall

Dave Harrod & John Page

Tommie Jean Hebert

Maria Elena Hernandez

Hershey Montessori School

Carol L. Hicks

Melinda B. Hinners

Lili Wilson Hishmeh

Mindy Holte

Sandra Houston

Nikki Hughes

Jacqueline Ismaj

Robin Harland Jaffee  
& Keith Jaffee

Kathryn Jasinski

Gail A. Jensen

Lynn & Ned Jessen

Lisa Clem Johnson

Susan Jones

Kirsten Kaiser

Pherooz Karani

Cathryn D. Mueller Kasper

Nancy Keane

Kathy Kennedy

Merrie B. King, Ithaka 
Montessori School

Mary Koenig

Loraine Koepenick

Susan Lathrop

Jules Layman

Michael & Cynthia Leahy, 
Montessori West

Tom & Maryse  
Lepoutre-Postlewaite

Lawrence P. Lewis, 
Flossmoor Montessori 
School

Angeline Lillard

Karen I. StrobeckLindseth

Eileen Lopartkiewicz

Arabelle D. Luckhardt

Beth Mackay

Pheroza N. Madon

Maureen Magee-Quinn

Kathy Damico, The Manor  
Montessori School

Regina H. Mantei

Bruce Marbin & Jana 
Zvibleman

Marin Montessori School

Carrie Marlette

Marsha & Ray Marshall

Melanie Marshall

Dr. Patricia Ann Keck May

Martha McDermott

Christine McDowell

Virginia McHugh

Mary Beth McGivern

J. McKeever

Robert McKinnon & 
Elizabeth Weaver

Mercy Montessori Center, 
Sr. Jacinta Shay, RSM

Michael Olaf Montessori

Melinda R. Miller

Sharon Fox Minarovic

Silvana Q. Montanaro

Montessori Children’s 
House of Evergreen

Montessori de Terra Linda

Montessori Handmade

Montessori Institute of 
Milwaukee, Inc.

Montessori Intervention 
Programs

Montessori Magnet School

Montessori School

Montessori School of 
Beaverton

Montessori School of 
Greenville

Montessori School of  
Lake Forest

Montessori Services

Montessori Teacher 
Education Collaborative/ 
Washington Montessori 
Institute

Montessori West 
Preparatory School

Marianne Craig Moore

Melody Mosby

Mountain Shadows 
Montessori School



Cheri Mowers-Wright

Noriko Murakami

Judith B. Mussato

Polly S. Nelson

New Horizons  
Montessori School

Audrey Newton, Apple 
Valley Montessori School

Melinda Nielsen

Nienhuis Montessori

Janet Noll

Christel Nordhausen, 
Rose Hill Montessori 
School

North American 
Montessori Teachers’ 
Association

Northwoods Montessori

Kathleen Anne O’Donnell

Lawrence M. & Elizabeth 
Ann O’Shaughnessy

Charitable Income Trust 
in honor of Lawrence  
M. O’Shaughnessy

Molly O’Shaughnessy  
& Mike Monahan

Beth Olshewsky

Marie Fonseca Olson

Liana B. Oram

Judi Orion

Paula Palamountain

Linda Creem Paseltiner

Hilla Patell

Diane & Brad Peterson

Heather Phillips

Phyllis Pottish-Lewis & 
Adam Lewis

Marcella Lowery Raphael

Susan Read

Marilyn E. Reeves

Mary Reinhardt

Barbara Reynolds

Margaret J. Riley

Cynthia Robinson

Lynn A. & Garry D. Rossing

Cheryl & Rich Rowe

Chris Sacerdote

Mary Sahm

Karin Salzmann

Beth Samples

Lisa Sanden &  
Randy Seffren

Jakky Sangster

Patricia Schaefer

Jane Schule Scheuermann

Mary Scholle

Isabel & Larry Schwartz

Elaine & Tom Sevigny

The Mater Amoris 
Montessori School, 
Charlotte Kovach Shea 
Jane S. Shubin

Pamela Sika

Kathleen J. Sinar

Debra Petrarca Smith

Sr. Judith Smith, SFCC

Laura & Terry Smith

Linda Nelson Smith

Meghan M. Smyth

Catherine Stacey

Susan & Jim Stephenson

Alison Stern

Gladys Strauss-Peterson

Nancy Studds

Tillie Sullivan

Sunflower Montessori 
School*

Cathy Swan

Colleen J. Tehansky

Ann Tennant

Patricia P. Thompson

Patricia Stavinoha 
Thompson

Shelley Torres &  
Bill Aldeen

Susan Tracy

Allyn & Bob Travis

Charlene S. Trochta

Christine Trostel

Patty & Craig Underwood

Carol Ann Valentine

Pearl Vanderwall

Joe & Nimal Vaz

Leslie Ann Vento

Versailles Montessori 
School

Maria-Teresa Vidales

Theresa Vitale

Ron & Carla Caudill 
Waechter

Maureen E. Walter

Sharon L. Watt

Nell B. Weniger

Beverly Williams, Children’s 
House of Faith Evangelical 
Lutheran Church

Faye Williams

Martha Pitcher Winters

Miriam Winton

Janet Wistrand

Hester F. Witchey

Ms. Jing Wong

Charlotte M. Woolf

Mary Wormell

Mary Zeman

Rita Schaefer Zener

Rosemary Zito

*  Gifts generously  

matched by: Children’s 

Own School, Barn Arts 

Center, Karen Hohman



760 Hopmeadow Street

Simsbury, CT 06070

 

info@mesfund.org

mesfund.org

Support Montessori Teacher Training

Board of Directors
 
Denise Alfeld, President

Melinda Nielsen, Vice President

Harris Gordon, Treasurer

Nancy Keane, Secretary

Advisory Council

Virginia McHugh Goodwin

Adam Lewis

Allyn Travis


